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For one hour a week, a third fl oor gym of the 
Blatt P.E. Center is fi lled with the sounds of small 
children rather than those of group exercise classes 
or intramural basketball as Camp Carolina takes 
over.
Held every semester, the six-week program 
provides an adapted physical education experience 
to local children with disabilities. For the student 
volunteers who run the camp, it’s a chance to get 
practical experience that will carry over after 
graduation.
“The value for the [children] is that sometimes 
they do not necessarily feel included or important 
in their physical education classes, so here they 
can be around similar peers, feel important, feel 
included so that they can be fully engaged,” said Ali 
Brian, a professor of physical education within the 
College of Education. “For our students, they’re all 
physical education majors, so it gives them some 
experience with teaching students with disabilities.”
Brian created the program alongside third-year 
doctoral candidate Sally Taunton when both were 
brand new to Carolina.
“I saw that there was not really a lot opportunities 
for young kids with disabilities to participate in 
sports and physical activity, so since there was not 
a lot already existing in the community we decided 
to build it here,” Taunton said.
An ambitious president 
seeking dramatic reform 
has thrown the Residence 
Hall Association executive 
board and senate into 
debate and confl ict. 
RHA President Turner 
Johnson, a second-year 
political science student, 
drafted a new constitution 
that includes changing the 
name of the organization 
to Residence Government 
Association, restructuring 
accountabi l it y for the 
approximately $100,000 
R H A  b u d g e t  a n d 
increasing the power of the 
president.
W hi le Johnson says 
these changes will benefi t 
the organization and help 
it better serve students, 
the current and previous 
executive boards expressed 
strong reservations with 
the changes — reservations 
that Johnson has largely 
ig nored .  A cc u sat ion s 
concer n i ng Joh nson’s 
actions and those of the 
exec ut ive  boa rd  have 
soured relations so much, 
one board member said that 
“it’s getting to the point 
where everything is going 
to collapse or everyone on 
the exec board is going to 
leave or get impeached.”
How did it reach this 
point?
When Johnson, then a 
senator from Bates House, 
ran for the presidency 
in April, he campaigned 
on “reconnect ing:” to 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ; 
to t he t a rget  market , 
on- ca mpu s  re s ident s ; 
and within RHA itself. 
National Communications 
Coordinator Dylan Myers 
remembers a slick, well-
presented address with 
many good ideas. 
Phillip Fulgencio / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
RHA met Monday to discuss changes, with a vote set for next week.
Residence Hall Association president divides 
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Dance Marathon is gearing up for 
its 20th year of fun and fundraising. 
Although the main event isn’t until 
M a rc h  3,  r eg i s t r a t ion  op ened 
Wednesday a longside a week of 
celebratory events.
Members were out on Greene Street 
throughout the day registering new 
marathoners and promoting events. 
Sponsored events include a partnership 
w it h Cola Sw ing Night and an 
upcoming gala with Phi Delta Epsilon. 
All of the money raised at these events 
goes to the Palmetto Health Children’s 
Hospital. 
Second-year fi nance student Shannon 
Goff has been with the organization 
since her first year on campus. She 
bel ieves the st ructure of Dance 
Marathon is one of its core strengths.
“ I t ’s  not  a  s up er  hu ge  t i me 
commitment which can often be kind of 
a struggle in college, trying to commit 
to too many things,” she said. “You just 
have to email a person every now and 
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At f irst, the pair worked with a 
handf u l of ch i ldren with v isua l 
impairments. This semester marks the 
third year of the program, and they 
are at maximum capacity with about 
22 part icipants. Some of the k ids 
are on the Autism spectrum, others 
have conditions like degenerative eye 
diseases or Cerebral Palsy. 
“They can do anything that any 
other child can do ... it just k ind 
of takes a l it t le something extra 
or something maybe a l it t le bit 
different,” Taunton said.
Brian, Taunton and their team of 
volunteers like f irst-year doctoral 
c a n d i d a t e  E m i l y  G i l b e r t  a r e 
determined to provide each child with 
a positive experience that benefi ts the 
kids’ motor and social skills as well as 
their overall health.
Gilbert and her fellow volunteers, 
w ho  work  o ne - o n- o ne  w i t h  a 
child each week, range from post-
doctorates to undergraduates. The 
common thread is a desire to help 
t hese k ids wh i le learn ing more 
about how to include children with 
disabilities in the P.E. classes they’ll 
eventually teach.
“It’s not just one array of kids, it’s 
more school-like where you’re gonna 
get a variety of children with different 
needs, different abilities and different 
disabilities,” Gilbert said. “That’s a 
big experience for students.”
Although her work is benefi cial to 
her education, Gilbert admits her 
favorite part is “playing with the 
kids.”
Each week is focused on a different 
act ivity, such as soccer. The k ids 
work with their assigned volunteer 
on warm-up act iv it ies l ike push-
ups, learn new skills and end with a 
camp-wide game. Each participant 
gets individualized attention, and 
the equipment they use is specially 
designed for the adapted needs.
For the participant’s parents, it’s 
often eye-opening to see all that their 
kids can do.
“It’s kind of amazed me, because 
I’ve seen him do things that I never 
dreamed he’d do,” said Carolyn Klear, 
whose son is in the program.
Carol Lemelle, who has two kids 
attending the camp, is excited to see 
how it helps her sons on multiple 
levels.
“I look for any thing that wi l l 
benef it them in any area of their 
lives,” she said.
In addit ion to the shor t term 
b e ne f i t s  o f  t he  p r o g r a m ,  t he 
volunteers write up reports on each 
child that parents like Lemelle and 
Klear can take back to their kids’ 
schools. 
Staff writers Juliana Morehouse and 
David Schmitt contributed to this report.
CAMPPAGE1
“But certainly, standing up for 
what you believe in is extremely 
important to me, and I addressed 
that with our players.”
— Gamecock football coach Will Muschamp on his conversations with 
his players about protests in the NFL
New hotels may come to Columbia
A spike in tourism in downtown Columbia has caught the interest of hotel companies 
large and small. The State reports that Mayor Steve Benjamin is in talks with as many at 
eight hotel companies about possible projects. Fred Delk, executive director of Columbia 
Development Corp., is aware of as many as fi ve possible projects in the Vista, according to 
the same report. Studies show that occupancy rates in Columbia have risen by upwards of 6 
percent in the last four years.
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor
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A f t e r  w i n n i n g  t h e 
election, Johnson wrote out 
his extensive plans for the 
organization, articulating for 
the fi rst time many of the ideas 
now found in his proposed 
constitution. After previous 
RHA President Tyler Magee 
expressed concerns with the 
feasibility of Johnson’s plans, 
Johnson stopped responding 
to Magee. 
Over the summer, Johnson 
worked independently from 
the executive board to create 
the soon-to-be-proposed 
c on s t i t u t ion  a s  we l l  a s 
creating a website under the 
name Resident Government, 
residentgov.org. He also began 
using “Resident Government” 
and other currently unoffi cial 
t e r m i nolog y  i n  of f ic i a l 
correspondences.
“Last year the cabinet voted 
in favor of proceeding with the 
name change,” Johnson said. 
“So, Resident Government is 
more of an alias that we use 
currently and unoffi cially.”
B u t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
previous executive board — 
which he hopes to rename the 
cabinet — say that vote never 
happened.
“Not only did we not vote on 
it, but he didn’t even approach 
us for adv ice,” Treasurer 
Matthew Warren said. Warren 
served as treasurer of RHA 
last year as well.
In addition to the name 
c h a n g e s ,  t he  p r o p o s e d 
con s t i t ut ion  e l i m i n ate s 
executive board stipends and 
introduces new powers to the 
executive board and senate 
for increased checks and 
balances over the individual 
hall governments.
“He defi nitely has proposed 
some new things that I think 
could help the organization,” 
Myers said. “Just sometimes 
it’s mixed with some things 
that not the whole exec board 
agrees with.”
Com mu nicat ion broke 
down between Johnson and 
his executive board, Magee 
said, when he stopped listening 
to their feedback. This lack 
of communication has caused 
administrative problems since 
the beginning of the semester, 
ranging from not everyone 
being notifi ed of events to no 
student organization requests 
for  R H A f u nd ing being 
approved.
W h i l e  J o h n s o n  i s n ’ t 
required to seek feedback from 
the rest of the executive board 
on legislation he seeks to get 
proposed, some members 
of the board feel that their 
exper ience and expert ise 
means they should be involved 
in the conversation.
“[He’s] bypassing asking 
people that are the most 
qualifi ed,” Warren said.
The newly elected RHA 
senate is composed of “99 
percent” freshmen who are 
in their second month on 
campus, according to Johnson.
“ T h e y  d o n ’ t  e v e n 
understand how RHA has 
worked in the past, how it’s 
supposed to work,” Warren 
said.
B o t h  h e  a n d  M y e r s 
expressed reservations with 
how Johnson presents the 
proposed constitution as the 
“new” constitution and the 
current constitution as “old” to 
the new senators.
“I was personally a little bit 
worried that, with all these 
freshman coming, their first 
experience, they might just 
accept this as fact,” Myers said.
Joh n son  a nd  t he  v ice 
president have met w it h 
every new member of RHA 
in a group setting, including 
Stephen Dilullo, the president 
of Clif f Hall. Dilullo has 
become Johnson’s unofficial 
voice to the rest of the the 
senate. He doesn’t think that 
the majority freshman makeup 
of the senate is a problem; in 
fact, he thinks they bring 
new ideas and a more relevant 
perspective.
“A s  of  r ight  now [t he 
executive board members] do 
not want us to be able to vote 
on the constitution and do not 
care for what we have to say,” 
Dilullo said in a GroupMe. 
“Turner is on our side and 
wants to change a lot of the 
way things are working.”
T h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f 
executive stipends and the 
increased checks and balances 
are particularly appealing to 
Dilullo, who thinks that the 
execut ive board shouldn’t 
receive stipends since other 
RHA members don’t.
S c r e e n s h o t s  o f  t h e 
GroupMe circulated among 
the executive board, several 
of whom were upset to see 
Dilullo say their opposition to 
Johnson was motivated by the 
stipends, which range from 
$400 to $600 annually.
“That’s never come up in 
any meeting,” Warren said. 
“We’ve never discussed it.” 
Dilullo later backed off 
some  of  h i s  s t at ement s 
in the “Presidents of the 
RGA” GroupMe, saying his 
statements that the executive 
board is trying to overthrow 
Johnson and that Johnson 
b o y c o t t e d  t he  Mo nd a y 
senate  meet i ng were  a n 
“exaggeration.”
Ot her members of t he 
senate have mixed views of the 
proposed constitution.
Adam Zager, the senior 
Horseshoe senator, said that 
he feels the “name change is 
not necessary, and perhaps 
detrimental.”
Julia Peterson, the Maxcy 
Hall president, was removed 
f rom t he “Pres ident s  of 
the RGA” GroupMe after 
repeatedly disagreeing with 
Dilullo.
“I’ve been really surprised 
by the response of the newly 
elected senate,” Myers said. 
“I think they’ve done a really 
good job.”
The R H A senate a ims 
to vote on t he proposed 
constitution Monday.
RHAPAGE1
The USC student whose random act of kindness 
was caught on camera and posted on social media isn’t 
looking to hang on to the spotlight, but he is hopeful 
that his experience will leave a positive legacy.
“I’m not a huge proponent of social media,” he 
said, “but in cases like this I’m happy to see a positive 
message get shared with all the negativity we seem to 
be surrounded with today. That said, I hope people 
don’t miss the message which is to be grateful and to 
humbly serve others.”
The student, who asked to remain anonymous, was 
inspired in large part by his faith.
“I just fi gured that it was the right thing to do. He 
told me he was hungry and I had some food with me 
so I just gave it to him,” he explained of the decision to 
give his lunch to a homeless man. “For all I know that 
could’ve been Jesus sitting there testing me.”
For fourth-year hospitality management student 
Charlotte Gray Cannon, the one who shared the 
now-viral Facebook post, it was an inspiring thing to 
witness.
“I know most of society feels annoyed and nagged 
when a homeless person approaches them for money or 
asking them for something,” she said. “I hope by seeing 
this that they will stop and be friendly and offer to buy 
them some food and water if possible. Learn to give in 
other ways than just money.”
Cannon’s Facebook post has been shared almost a 
thousand times and has over 3,000 likes.
Like Cannon, the student behind the story hopes his 
actions spark more acts of selfl essness. 
“I hope people draw inspiration from this not just 
to “do their good deed for the day” but to continually 
serve others every chance they get,” he said. “The key 
word there is ‘others’ because as soon as you do it for 
yourself, it defeats the purpose.”
Mary Ramsey
@MCOLLEEN1996
UPDATE: Student in viral post hopes to inspire
then, raise some funds and then 
come out on our day of main event 
and just dance with your friends.”
Since its USC debut in 1999, 
Dance Marathon has ballooned into 
the largest student philanthropy 
organization on campus. 
Over the last five years their 
f undra ising tota l  has nearly 
quadrupled, coming in at $703,289 
last year. Community involvement 
has also increased as they’ve 
gained more exposure, resulting in 
increased donations. 
Fourth-year public relations 
student Betty Lavandero, this 
year’s director of public relations 
for Dance Marathon, says the 
rise in visibility has helped her to 
fundraise better on an individual 
level.
“So I’ve been in the organization 
for an ongoing four years, and I 
started off raising a little over 100 
[dollars] and my goal is over 3,000 
[dollars] this year. So it just really 
shows that when you stay in an 
organization how much you can 
grow,” she said. 
Although many students raise 
money on their own, others 
compete as a part of a team. Dance 
Marathon awards the Miracle Cup 
each year, which allows teams and 
organizations to compete against 
each other for funds raised. 
But for members, the best part is 
how it feels to participate in Dance 
Marathon.
“I honestly cried my eyes out at 
the end of main event last year,” 
Goff said. 
DANCEPAGE1
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Tapp’s public ‘house party’ 
promotes clay artistry in new way
In light of Columbia’s total solar eclipse and 
monthly First Thursday tradition, Tapp’s Arts 
Center became home to a two-month “house party” 
that required no special invite.
Executive director Caitlin Bright was responsible 
for organizing the exhibit. Tapp’s seeks to push 
artists’ boundaries, not only in the creativity of their 
art, but also in presentation, often fi nding ways to 
exhibit work in a refreshing way.
Bright asked the Midlands Clay Arts Society to 
work on designing a themed exhibition for Tapp’s 
windows. Both the City of Columbia’s Art Center 
and MCAS are moving to downtown Columbia, so 
she saw it as an opportunity to bring local artists 
together.
“The Midlands Clay Arts Society is an amalgam 
of clay artists, whose works vary ... but they came 
together and created a cohesive story to present their 
group while highlighting their individual talents,” 
Bright said.
The Tapp’s exhibit in collaboration with MCAS 
fi rst opened Aug. 3. MCAS invited guests to celebrate 
the eclipse with a collection of domestically themed 
pottery by Columbia artists. According to MCAS, 
the exhibition features numerous clay pieces that 
showcased “all the creative, beautiful and functional 
ways clay can be used in the home.”
A couple of works by MCAS members include 
“The Seeker,” a piece by Debbie Patwin that 
modeled a deerskin hammock, and “Tea-and-Tarts,” 
a set by Chantelle Janelle that modeled tea cups and 
tea plates. Exhibition pieces were displayed inside 
four windows on Main Street and seven windows on 
Blanding Street.
Elisabeth Donato, former ceramics major at USC 
and now vice president of MCAS, attended the event 
on opening day as an exhibitor. She stated that “[her] 
education gave [her] a deeper understanding of what 
exactly goes into creating a cohesive exhibition of 
work.”
The exhibition was very popular among passersby 
and drew attention to an otherwise unannounced 
local group of artists.
“It has attracted every walk of life and interest to 
the windows and has been a great way to celebrate 
and share the talent of clay artists in Columbia,” 
Bright said.
Donato says you don’t have to like or “get” a piece 
in order to fully understand and respect it.
“What you have to do is remove your own personal 
opinions from the equation and just appreciate that 
… you’re looking at an entire creative process, start 
to fi nish,” said Donato.
The party closes its doors Sept. 28, but pictures of 
featured pieces can be viewed on MCAS’s Instagram 
@midlandsclayart. Tapp’s is open Tuesday-Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Its next exhibition, Wild 
in Wonderland, features work by USC painting 
program graduate Lauren Chapman and will be on 
display Oct. 5-28.
Courtesy of Tapp’s Arts Center 
Local artists from Midlands Clay Arts Society collaborated with Tapp’s Arts Center to decorate storefront windows in Columbia with colorful, functional sculptures. 
David Wolf
@DAVLDWOLF
Sta nd-up comed ia n a nd 
ac tor  Deon Cole  w i l l  be 
performing at The Comedy 
House on Oct. 13 and 14. Cole 
is best known as a writer and 
performer on “Conan,” as well 
as for appearing on the Emmy 
nominated show “black-ish” 
and for his stand-up career. On 
Sept. 27, his new game show 
“Face Value” premieres on 
BET.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  C o l e ’ s 
Wikipedia page, he got into 
stand-up based on a $50 bet his 
friend made that he would not 
get on stage. It sounds too good 
to be true until you hear it from 
the man himself.
“Yeah, absolutely, it’s very 
true. My friend bet me like 
$50. I went on stage and never 
looked back,” Cole said.
Cole has formed a lasting 
ca reer  ba sed on t hat  one 
night. He loves the freedom 
that comes with stand-up and 
how it makes him feel more 
comfortable with himself.
“It comes from stuff that 
I think of. It’s nothing that 
someone told me to say ... I 
have to figure out how to say 
something that comes from my 
mind. It’s me,” Cole said of his 
comedy.
Cole has had success  as 
both a comedian and actor. 
He has appeared in all three 
“Barbershop” movies and has 
worked alongside one of the 
legends in the industry, Conan 
O’Brien. One of the best pieces 
of advice O’Brien had for Cole 
was: “Every one moment can 
be magical ... Take the moment 
for what it is and embrace it and 
make it for what it is. For when 
those magical moments come, 
then you’ll know it.”
“That was a great piece of 
advice for me because it made 
me feel less, less down when I 
didn’t perform the way that I 
really wanted to,” Cole said.
For Cole, even if stand-up 
can be less straightforward than 
acting, it has benefi ts that can’t 
be matched. 
“Stand-up is therapeutic, it’s 
me, it comes from my mind, 
and acting is more of an escape 
where I become someone else,” 
he said.
Cole has four shows in 2017. 
He stars in “Black-ish,” spinoff 
“Grown-ish” coming in 2018, 
“Angie Tribeca” and his new 
game show, “Face Value.” On 
“Face Value,” contestants judge 
others’ lives based only on the 
other person’s social media 
posts. Cole will be co-hosting 
the show alongside Tiffany 
Haddish. 
“It’s not a biased show, it 
show both sides of people being 
judged and the judgees,” Cole 
said.
In increasingly turbulent 
t i m e s ,  p e o p l e  h a v e  a n 
inclination to shout their views 
and ignore everyone else’s. That 
may be the most convenient way 
of handling it, but Cole has a 
more hopeful view on how TV 
and the media can represent as 
many people’s voices as possible.
“It’s all about perspective, 
and if you judge everyone on 
their own perspective, you get a 
lot more options,” Cole said. “I 




Comedian talks Columbia show, career
Courtesy of Ashley Brown
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Vista After Five! w/ Matt Stillwell
October 12
we think alike or we think different 
then we can either band together as 
one or correct the differences that we 
do have.”
Sometimes it’s up to those who have 
the opportunity to speak to a large 
audience to get a chance at forming a 
dialogue among people across social 
and economic spectrums. 
“I think it comes out in my stand 
up ... We have fun and we joke, but we 
also make a statement in what we’re 
saying.”
Cole is anxious to be in Columbia 
next month and to experience all that 
entails of coming to a new city as a 
comedian. He will continue to be busy 
putting himself out there. With all 
his success so far, he wants to build a 
bigger fan base going forward, as well 
as go on tour and produce shows.
Cole also appears on the Netf lix 
stand up specials “The Standups” 
and “Def Comedy Jam 25,” currently 
available to stream. 
COLEPAGE4
“At NASA, we all pee the same color!” Kevin 
Costner’s character, Al Harrison, exclaims as he 
forcibly removes a “Colored Women” sign hung 
above a bathroom at NASA. 
If only destroying racial barriers were so easy.
Tuesday night, Nickelodeon Theater hosted 
a showing of “Hidden Figures” as part of their 
ongoing series “Juriscinema: The Law on 
Screen.” Each showing in the series highlights 
topics within the judicial system and is followed 
by a conversation between the audience and local 
legal experts. Theater director Allison Kozberg 
created the series in hopes to create a public 
sphere for important conversation through a 
common interest in fi lm. 
“My hope is that through the series we can 
create a foundation to create opportunities for 
civil engagement so that the law can be a tool to 
make people more powerful instead of a barrier 
that makes people feel disempowered,” Kozberg 
said. 
Tuesday’s session explored discrimination 
in the workforce, and no recent film seems to 
capture this unfortunate experience more than 
2016’s “Hidden Figures”.
“By showing the fi lm fi rst, we are able to create 
a language for a conversation about the law,” 
Kozberg said. 
Both a cr it ical and commercial success, 
“Hidden Figures” tells the unsung story of 
three African-American female mathematicians 
at NASA and their vital contributions to the 
Space Race of the 1960’s. Despite their job 
qualifi cations, Katherine G. Johnson (Taraji P. 
Henson), Dorothy Vaughan (Octavia Spencer) 
and Mary Jackson ( Janelle Monáe) experienced 
both racial and gender discrimination daily 
through forms such as segregated bathrooms, 
unequal pay and refusal to promote. 
Though the “Hidden Figures” ends on a rather 
happy note, the talkback after revealed that while 
discrimination in the workforce is not as blatant, 
that doesn’t mean that it has entirely disappeared. 
After the viewing, lawyers Nekki Shutt and 
Joseph D. Dickey led a conversation where they 
answered questions from the audience, shared 
their insight into the Midlands’ current legal 
atmosphere, and even took attendees through the 
steps fi ling a discrimination claim. 
When asked what’s the most common form 
of discrimination they see in their offi ces today, 
both lawyers agreed that sexual harassment and 
the emergence of gender identity discrimination 
is a big issue. 
For Columbia lawyer Joseph D. Dickey, the 
conversation was much bigger than himself.
“ W h at  I  h o p e d  t h e y  g a i n e d  i s  h o w 
representation matters,” Dickey said. “My mom 
is 65 years old and she didn’t even know about 
this story until this movie came out, so I think 
it’s important for there to be equal representation 
and a legitimate equal opportunity for everyone, 
not just on paper.”
In addit ion to Dickey, Columbia resident 
Dorothy Tudor carr ies her own personal 
history with the fi lm. After graduating from the 
College of William and Mary with a degree in 
mathematics in 1966, Tudor worked at NASA 
as math aid and personally knew engineer Mary 
Jackson. 
“I went there in ’66 and Mary at that point was 
an engineer. I didn’t know the story that she had 
to go through to become an engineer ... until I 
read the book,” she recalled. 
While she never worked on an assignment 
with Jackson, Tudor remembers Jackson as an 
activist for the education of women, a mentor 
and a smart woman that “had a wonderful sense 
of humor.”
“It was fun time to work at NASA,” Tudor said. 
“We were there for the moon landing, but then 
when Johnson became President, they moved it 
all to Texas.”
Overall, the night was both fun and engaging 
for those in attendance, just as the organizers 
intended.
“I think that we’re real ly invested as an 
organization in ... really creating opportunities 
for people to feel empowered to both participate 
in conversation and engage as a resident, as 
a citizen, as a person of Columbia,” Kozberg 
stated.
Though the series is connected by the common 
thread of legal f ilms and the conversat ions 
surrounding them, the Nick has been able to fi nd 
fi lms that range widely in genre and style.  
These include c la s s ic s  l i ke  “To K i l l  a 
Mockingbird” and a documentary that delves 
into mass incarceration in the United States. 
“I’m thrilled to show contemporary cinema like 
this with such emotional residence and I’m also 
really happy we’re going to have the opportunity 
to show classics on cinema,” Kozberg said.  
The next fi lm in the series, “12 Angry Men,” 
features a conversation about jury selection and 
bias led by the Richland County Bar Association 
and will be held Oct. 2 at 6:30 p.m. 
For some, dance is an intensive 
and rigid sport. For others, it’s an 
expression of freedom and a way to 
fi nd support in a community. For the 
hip-hop group Swype, it’s the latter. 
L a b e l e d  a s  a n  “ i n t e r e s t 
org a n i z at ion ,”  a nyone  who  i s 
interested can join Swype without 
having to worry about auditioning 
or being cut. Although most dance 
groups at USC require an audition, 
Sw y pe’s  members  on ly  need a 
willingness to learn and to have fun. 
For many of the members, getting 
involved in the organization was easy 
because of the ongoing support.
After deciding to attend USC, 
Swype president Lexus Dickson asked 
a friend what to get involved with and 
her friend told her to check out the 
dance group.
“I really loved the community that 
Swype had, how they supported one 
another, and also challenged each 
other to become better dancers,” 
Dickson said.
Students choreograph the routines 
that Sw ype performs at several 
events throughout the year. They 
have a showcase at the end of each 
semester, as well as a philanthropy 
event with the community service 
organization Switch, which helps 
victims of sex trafficking. Members 
also make cameo appearances in fl ash 
mobs at Spurs and Struts, Hip Hop 
Wednesday and performances at 
organization fairs.
The variet y of st yles that the 
c hor e o g r ap he r s  b r i n g  t o  t he 
organization makes for a dynamic 
year of performances.
“I love getting to see the different 
choreographers’ styles,” marketing 
co-director Katie Cooper said. “From 
break to jazz, it is really cool to see 
what each person brings to the table.”
For treasurer Samira Nematollahi, 
it was the conf idence she gained 
that brought her back for a second 
year. Nematollahi did not have much 
dancing experience when she joined 
the organization, but it has certainly 
had an impact on her.
“Because of it, I have become more 
open and more willing to taking risks. 
It is also a helpful de-stressor, and that 
has made me more confident in my 
academics,” Nematollahi said.
Swype also prides itself on being 
active in the community, and Dickson 
said part of how they do this is social 
media. 
 “ S o c i a l  me d i a  s how s  w h at 
opportunities are available to come 
see us and what the practices look 
like,” Dickson said. “We Snapchat 
every rehearsal so that the USC 
community can see what we are 
doing.”
However, above all else, Swype 
prides itself on being all-inclusive and 
stress-free.
“I’ll still have that support system,” 
Dickson said. “I hope to be a larger 
part of the hip-hop community … 
and the way Swype has allowed me an 
in to that community will help me in 
the future, whether it is recreationally 
or competit ion-based. Being able 
to have an outlet for stress is very 
valuable, and it will follow me for the 
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After an impressive comeback victory 
over Louisiana Tech, the South Carolina 
football team is looking to ride that 
momentum into Kyle Field when it takes 
on Texas A&M on Saturday.
The matchup k icks off a crucial 
stretch of six straight SEC games.
“I don’t think there’s any question that 
this is the most explosive offense we’ve 
had to face all year,” head coach Will 
Muschamp said. 
The A gg ie s  a re  com i ng of f  a 
50-point performance against Arkansas. 
Freshman quarterback Kellen Mond 
threw for 216 yards and two touchdowns, 
while adding a team-high 109 yards 
on the ground to jump-start the Texas 
A&M offense that had been struggling 
to find its rhythm since the season-
opener against UCLA. 
“It ’s  a lways hard to defend a 
mobile quarterback, because you’re 
outnumbered when it comes to blockers 
and stuff,” linebacker Skai Moore said. 
“Someone has to win on a block. It’s a 
little difficult but you just gotta make 
plays and so you just gotta make it 
happen.” 
The Gamecocks will need to be 
locked in defensively if they want to limit 
the impact the dual threat could have on 
the game.
Not only do the Gamecocks have to be 
able to contain the young quarterback, 
but also they have to account for the 
Aggies’ running back duo, Keith Ford 
and Trayveon Williams. Both Williams 
and Ford have consistently powered their 
way into the end zone, with a combined 
nine touchdowns on the season. 
“The two backs they’ve got are big-
time runners, guys that are going to 
create space,” Muschamp said. “They’ll 
get in one-on-one matchups, and you 
don’t want to have to tackle in space and 
get both of these guys on the ground. 
They can take the ball anywhere. They 
run the inside zone extremely well. They 
can bounce all the way to the backside. 
They do a fantastic job with both (Keith) 
Ford and (Trayveon) Williams.”
Moore said the Gamecocks have 
settled into their “bend don’t break” 
identity on defense, and will focus on 
specific reads to stay ahead of Mond, 
Ford and Williams. 
“At certain times, when they get in 
their drop, it depends on their movement 
and the running backs’ movement and 
stuff,” Moore said. “See like where he 
goes and we’ll react off that, because 
usually sometimes, he won’t make a 
certain movement unless it’s like a draw 
or design draw. So when we see that key 
movement, then we know we’ll kind of 
go hit it, instead of dropping back in 
coverage and just wait and be patient. 
We just read those two guys.” 
Dual threat quarterbacks and dynamic 
running backs have haunted the 
Gamecocks over the past few seasons, 
but this will have to change if they want 
to make a statement in the SEC East. 
One thing’s for sure: The South 
Carolina defense will have its work cut 
out on Saturday in College Station, 
especially with one-on-one matchups.
 “They’ve got guys that can win in 
one-on-one situations,” Muschamp 
said. “Again, I think we’ll continue to 
evolve offensively. We’ll capitalize on 
more situations that we haven’t the last 
two weeks and put more points on the 
board.”
Yangxing Ding /  THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Running back Trayveon Williams rushed for 98 yards on 14 carries against the Gamecocks at Williams-Brice Stadium in 2016. 
Ben Parsons
@BENPARSONS7
College football may have 
been mostly protest-free over the 
weekend, but that doesn’t mean 
coaches didn’t have to talk about 
the latest political news that has 
seeped into the sports world.
After President Donald Trump 
made negative comments about 
NFL players who did not stand 
during the national anthem and 
suggested team owners should 
“f i re” t hose players ,  many 
NFL teams joined in on the 
demonstration Sunday. 
While college football players 
are not on the field during the 
singing of the national anthem, 
South Carol ina head coach 
Will Muschamp said Tuesday 
he discussed the subject with his 
players. 
“I talked to our team about 
the people that stood up for 
what they believed a long time 
ago about this country, and that’s 
why we are where we are today,” 
Muschamp said. “But certainly, 
standing up for what you believe 
in is extremely important to me, 
and I addressed that with our 
players.” 
The kneeling demonstrations 
started more than a year ago 
when then San Francisco 49ers 
quarterback Colin Kaepernick 
sat, then later kneeled, during 
the national anthem to protest 
the social injustices he believes 
many African-Americans in the 
United States face. 
Former Gamecock Mike Davis 
spoke out on Twitter saying, 
“Players have said a mill ion 
times that the protest is not to 
disrespect the f lag or military 
but people continue to IGNORE 
that.” 
One person responded by 
tweeting, “Free speech works 
both ways pal. We get it - but 
we are allowed to be offended 
when millionaire kids politicize 
the Anthem and Flag.”
Davis replied, “What does 
h a v i n g  m o n e y  g o t  t o  d o 
with anything. I wish I was a 
millionaire.”
According to Davis’ comments 
on Twitter, the protest is not 
about the fl ag itself but is about 
the injustices minorities face in 
their day to day lives.
Heading into the weekend, the 
question is whether the protest 
was a one-time occurrence or 
if the players will keep their 
protests going to continue the 
conversations on the issues they 
feel need to be addressed. 
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T h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
fo otba l l  t e a m lo ok s  to 
improve to 4-1 on the season 
when they travel to College 
Station, Texas, to take on the 
Texas A&M Aggies (3-1) in 
an SEC showdown Saturday 
night.  
South Carolina is coming 
off of a narrow comeback win 
against Louisiana Tech, while 
the Aggies are coming off 
an overtime victory against 
Arkansas.This should be a 
tough test for the Gamecocks, 
who squeaked by a Louisiana 
Tech team after being shut 
out until late in the fourth 
quarter.
W hat to know about 
Texas A&M
The Aggies are an explosive 
team. The offense averages 
more than 40 points per 
game and more than 460 
total yards. The strength of 
Texas A&M’s offense is its 
ability to run the football at 
will, averaging 260.3 yards 
per game. Trayveon Williams 
(328 yards), Keith Ford (232 
yards), Kendall Bussey (206 
yards) and quarterback Kellen 
Mond (157) are all extremely 
effective at running the ball. 
The Aggies have scored 12 
rushing touchdowns in only 
four games this season. The 
A&M offense will look to run 
the ball heavily and tire out 
the South Carolina front.
Conversely,  the Agg ie 
defense has been up and down 
through four games this 
season. It gave up more than 
40 points to both UCLA and 
Arkansas. The UCLA loss 
was especially disappointing 
for the Aggies, who were 
leading by 34 points before 
collapsing and losing by one 
point. UCLA’s comeback was 
the largest in the school’s 
history, and a poor display 
of defense by the Aggies in 
the fourth quarter. There are 
many gaps in the Texas A&M 
defense, which will give South 
Carolina the opportunity to 
put up big numbers on the 
road. 
W hat to expect from 
South Carolina
Going into Kyle Field in 
College Station is a diffi cult 
task for almost any opposing 
team. It is one of the most 
host i le env ironments in 
college football. 
A key for South Carolina 
i s  overcom i ng i nju r ie s . 
Offensively, wide receiver 
Deebo Samuel and offensive 
lineman Zack Bailey will both 
be unavailable for this game. 
The Gamecocks’ motto has 
been “next man up,” and they 
will need multiple players to 
step up come Saturday. In 
Week 3, wide receiver OrTre 
Smith scored a touchdown in 
his fi rst career start. He could 
be a viable option for Samuel. 
The Gamecocks will also 
be without senior linebacker 
Bryson Allen-Williams for 
the remainder of the season. 
The loss of Williams, who is 
known as a vocal leader on 
the team, is a big blow for the 
Gamecock defense, which 
will already have its hands full 
on Saturday.
Gamecocks look to break 
losing streak vs. Aggies
Matthew Marzulla
@MATTMARZULLA4
Sarah Stone /  THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Taylor Stallworth (90) recorded fi ve tackles (two solo) against Texas A&M last season. 
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Sout h  Ca rol i na  men’s 
soccer players Luca Mayr 
and Wil l iam Pyle swept 
Conference USA’s weekly 
honors, while women’s soccer 
midfi elder Lauren Chang was 
named the SEC Freshman of 
the Week.
These are the first player 
of the week awards for both 
Mayr and Chang.
Mayr scored the lone goal 
in the 50th minute and Pyle 
recorded his 11th careerxa 
shutout in a 1-0 win over No. 
13 Furman on Tuesday. In 
the game against conference 
r iva l New Mex ico, Mayr 
recorded an assist on the 
first goal and Pyle totaled a 
season-high seven saves in 
what ended in a 2-2 draw. 
Mayr current ly leads the 
Gamecocks with 10 points, 
which puts him at fourth best 
in the conference. Pyle has a 
.727 save percentage and two 
shutouts this season.
“He’s got a great attitude, 
he works hard, he listens, he 
really is doing a great job,” 
head coach Mark Berson said 
of Mayr. “As he develops and 
keeps improving as a player, I 
think you’re going to see even 
better and better things from 
him. He’s ahead this year of 
where he was last year and 
I think that growth is just 
going to continue to grow.”
According to Mayr, part of 
this growth comes from his 
teammates: “Everyone on the 
team is a leader and makes it 
easier for everyone to step up 
and be a leader and play well. 
And so if we don’t play we 
don’t get upset we just work 
hard.”
Chang, who is a member 
of the large freshman class 
on the women’s team, scored 
in the 95th minute in a 1-0 
victory over conference rival 
No. 21 Tennessee.
“It’s so fun, I mean I’m 
liv ing out my dream, I’m 
gett ing to play the game 
that I love every day and I’m 
just happy that I get to play 
with such a fantastic group of 
players and girls.” Chang said 
on her early success.
This is Pyle’s last season as 
a Gamecock, but the senior 
has a lot to show for it. Last 
year, he made third team All-
Conference and has a career 
save percentage of .793. As for 
Mayr, he has shown to be a 
huge contributor this season. 
As a newcomer in 2016, he was 
selected to the Conference 
USA All-Freshman team.
On t he  women’s  s ide , 
Chang is looking to prove to 
be a vital piece to the team 
— not only for this season, 
but for the rest of her career. 
Her contributions to the team 
have helped the Gamecocks 
earn their No. 1 rank ing 
in the latest NCA A R PI 
rankings and No. 3 overall in 
the nation.
Gamecock hockey will hit 
the road for the fi rst time this 
year with a Friday-Saturday 
doubleheader against the 
UNC Wilmington Seahawks.
Carolina will come into 
this matchup r iding high 
after Friday’s 5-1 win over 
Clemson. The Gamecock 
defense surrendered only 11 
shots as goaltender Bobby 
Lombardi kept the Tigers off 
the scoreboard for the game’s 
fi rst 55 minutes.
On of fense, the l ine of 
newcomer forwards Ben Smith, 
Jack Watson and Ian Schneider 
has meshed nicely, with all 
three players registering points 
against Clemson. Experienced 
scorers Sean Davis and Jake 
Tengi already have UNCW’s 
number, having combined 
for 10 points in three games 
aga inst  t he Seahawk s in 
2016-17.
On the other side, UNCW 
is  fac ing key depar t ures 
both on offense and in goal. 
Standing an imposing 6’5” 
bet ween t he pipes ,  Nick 
Lenker ended 2016-17 with a 
12-5-1-1 record and .892 save 
percentage. With him gone, 
the Seahawks are looking to 
rookies Ryan Besemer and 
Nick Mason.
So far the Seahawks have 
looked mostly to Besemer, 
who is 2-0-0-0 and turned in 
a record of 15-8-3 with the 
Ithaca (N.Y.) Bears’ Midget 
Snowbelt  team la s t  f a l l . 
Though holding a .903 save 
percentage through his first 
two starts, Besemer has hardly 
been challenged, seeing only 
25 shots from Coastal Carolina 
and a miniscule six in two 
periods against The Citadel.
Up f ront ,  U NCW wil l 
sorely be missing graduated 
forward Gino LaManna, who 
led the Seahawks with 26 
goals and 23 assists in only 18 
games last season. LaManna 
signed with IFK Österåker of 
Sweden’s Division 3 in August 
after tallying 147 points in 89 
games with UNCW.
D e s p i t e  t h e  l o s s  o f 
LaManna, the Seahawks are 
returning offensive threats in 
Tyler Evangelous and John 
Cooperrider, each of whom 
registered 25 points in 2016-17. 
Though 5’9” and 155 pounds, 
Cooperrider is also not afraid 
to mix it up for the Seahawks, 
serving 32 penalty minutes in 
18 games last season.
Aside from Evangelous and 
Cooperrider, the Gamecocks 
will face for the f irst t ime 
UNCW star Joey Alexander. 
Fresh out of junior hockey, 
the Seahawks rookie has done 
an excellent job of picking 
up where LaManna left off. 
Alexander’s hat trick against 
The Citadel and four assists 
to lead the Seahawks past 
Coastal make him the team’s 
leading scorer with nine points 
through the fi rst two games of 
2017-18.
Alexander’s 46 points tied 
him for second in scoring 
for the Vancouver (Wash.) 
Rangers of the Western States 
Hockey League last season.
A pair of physical contests 
should be expected, as any 
players returning from 2016-
17 remember how this rivalry 
boiled over last season.
A f ter a relat ively ca lm 
Gamecock victory at Irmo in 
December, relations quickly 
broke down at a Jan. 20 game 
in Wilmington. With Carolina 
leading 9-2 in the third period, 
a brawl broke out that resulted 
in four misconduct penalties 
and the ejection of LaManna 
for consecutive fighting and 
head contact majors. Carolina 
cruised to an 11-2 decision as 
seven Gamecocks registered 
multiple points.
Despite Carol ina being 
outshot 32-29 the next night, 
Lombardi came up big with 
31 saves as the Gamecocks 
escaped with a 2-1 victory and 
the season series sweep.
One of college hockey’s 
most physical rivalries returns 
10 p.m. Friday and 8 p.m. 
Saturday at Wilmington Ice 
House.
The South Carolina football team is 
still searching for its first win against 
permanent SEC West rival Texas A&M.
The Gamecocks will have their chance 
on Saturday when they visit Kyle Field to 
take on the Aggies in the fourth all-time 
meeting between the two teams. 
The last time these teams faced, the 
Gamecocks kept it close, but suffered a 
24-13 loss in Columbia. Running back 
A.J. Turner ran 75 yards for a touchdown 
on the game’s fi rst play from scrimmage, 
and tallied a career-high 113 yards on 
10 carries. With key injuries impacting 
depth and a tough road environment 
expected, the Gamecocks will look for 
a similar standout performances from 
offensive players. 
T h e  D a i l y 
Gamecock sports 
s t a f f  c a u g h t 
up with The 
Battal ion 
s p o r t s 
editor Angel Franco, who has covered the 
Texas A&M football team all season, to 
preview the upcoming matchup. Follow 
her on Twitter at @AngelMadison_ or 
read her coverage at http://www.thebatt.
com/sports/.
Q: Texas A&M is coming of f 
a thrilling overtime win against 
A r k a n s a s .  W h a t  w e r e  y o u r 
observations from the game and 
what did that game tell you about the 
Aggies? 
A: The one thing I really saw was that 
there was a lot of growth from this young 
team that A&M has. The first month 
of football for the Aggies was full of 
growing pains. Particularly the receiving 
corps, which only had two returning 
players this year, junior Christian Kirk 
and senior Damion Ratley, so to see the 
younger guys like true freshman Jhamon 
Ausbon, who has become 
one of Kellen Mond’s 
— who is also 
a  t r u e 
freshman — favorite targets. Which 
isn’t surprising considering that Mond 
and Ausbon both went to high school 
at IMG Academy in Florida and were 
roommates. The defensive pass rush 
as strong against Arkansas, they got to 
Austin Allen six times in the game. This 
is huge for the Aggies since they are still 
looking to replace No.1 NFL pick Myles 
Garrett.
Q: Conversely, South Carolina 
is coming off a narrow win over 
Louisiana Tech and will not have 
Deebo Samuel, Zack Bailey, Bryson 
Allen-Williams and others on the 
field this week. How do you think 
Texas A&Ms defense will fare against 
Jake Bentley’s passing game and how 
do you think South Carolina’s limited 
defense will fare against Kellen Mond 
and Co.? 
A: Well, this past weekend against 
Arkansas, the defense gave up 
about 15 or so yards more than 
they did against Louisiana–
L a f a y e t t e .  H o w e v e r , 
considering the last time 
they faced a power-five 
conference opponent, 
they gave up 491 passing 
yards  wh ich was  t he 
season opener aga inst 
UCLA. So, I think that they 
should, theoretically, hold 
up pretty good against 
Bent ley and should 
be able to contain his 
passing game. As for 
Sout h Carol ina’s 
defense containing 
M o n d  a n d  t h e 
offense, is going to 
be tough. Mond 
is developing 
t o  t h e 
quarterback 
that can hurt 
you in the air or on the ground and each 
he’s getting better. Last Saturday, Mond 
threw for 216 yards and ran for 109 yards, 
which led the ground game. However, 
that being said, he’s still learning as well, 
which opens the door for mistakes. 
Q: W hich Agg ies have been 
standouts this season, and which 
do you expect to have a breakout 
performance against the Gamecocks? 
A: There’s been a few on either side of 
the ball. So, I’ll say on the offensive side 
of the ball it would have to be sophomore 
running back Trayveon Williams, he 
hasn’t passed the 100-yard mark rushing 
the last two games and he’s due for a 
big game. I think Kirk will build off 
his huge game last week and have 
another big game. As for the defense, 
I think sophomore linebacker Tyrel 
Dodson should have a strong outing 
for the Aggies, he’s second on the team 
for tackles, TFLs, interceptions and 
has three sacks on the season, one of 
which came against the Razorbacks. 
The only person ahead Dodson on all 
of the categories is senior safety Armani 
Watts. Watts will continue to anchor 
that defense this game, he’s relentless 
when it comes to making sure nothing 
gets by.  
Q: The last time these two teams 
faced the Gamecocks lost, 24-13, in 
Columbia. What is your prediction 
(with score) for the Texas A&M-
South Carolina game and why?
A: I think A&M will win the game 
35-28, and keep the streak of [beating] 
South Carolina alive. I just think it’s 
going to be really tough for the defense 
to contain Williams and A&M’s other 
powerful running back Keith Ford, 
while also keeping Mond controlled. 
The A&M pass rush caused havoc for 
the Arkansas offensive line last week, I 




A&M running back duo presents big test
Yangxing Ding / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Lauren Chang scored the game-winning goal in overtime against 
Tennessee on Sunday.






Ice ‘Cocks to take on UNC 
Wilmington in first road series
Lisa Falta / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Carolina defeated UNC Wilmington all three times the teams met in 2016-17.


















FALL 2018 LEASING 
BEGINS OCTOBER 9TH!
The 
Leasing Poo l is Open!
MILLSLIVING.COM |  PALMETTOCOMPRESS.COM
THE
MILLS
Seas your new 
apartment!
SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!
803.667.3705 
10Thursday, September 28, 2017
LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not 
exceed 300 words.  Students 
must include their full name, major 
and year. Faculty and staff must 
include their full name, position and 
department. Community members 
must include their full name and 
appl icable job t i t le .  Ver i f iab le 
statements of fact must include at 
least one source; if we cannot verify 
a statement of fact, your letter will 
not be published until the writer 
implements necessary changes or 
provides reputable sources for any 
facts in question. Letters are edited 
for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com




Kenneth  Gleason,  a  23 -year - old,  white  male,  was  arrested 
last  Monday  on  charges  of shooting  and  killing  two  unarmed 
African-American  males. In two separate instances,  Gleason 
fi red  fatal  shots  from  his  car at the men  on  the  street,  then  
proceeded  to  get  out  of  his  car,  walk  up  to  the  victims  and  
continue shooting.  Gleason later  opened  fi re  on  the  house  of 
a n African-American  family  in  his  neighborhood. No  one  
was  injured. Upon searching his home,  police  found  that  Gleason  had  a  copy  of  an  
Adolf  Hitler speech.  Gleason  had  no  relation  to  any  of  the deceased.
To  most  people,  the  evidence  clearly  shows  that  this  was  cold- blooded  murder  
with  a racial  motivation.  It  is  obvious  that  this  man  is  a  racist  monster.  Yet  on  several 
news sites  that  have  reported  on  these killings,  Gleason  is  in  no  way  portrayed  as  
such.  Sources such as  The  Advocate  and  The  New  York  Post  have  both  published  
online  articles  that  portray Gleason  as  a  “clean- cut  American  kid,” and the AP’s 
article about him mentions that he is an Eagle Scout who graduated with honors in 
its fi rst sentence.
Articles  like  these  have  troubled  readers  through  the  racial  polarity  that has  
resurfaced  in  America  in  the  past  few  years.  It  seems  that  the  media  always  has 
something  positive  to  say  if  a  white  person  commits  a  crime.  Not  only  are  they  
humanized  by having  the  virtue  of  a  back  story,  such  as  reaching  the  merits  of  Eagle 
Scout, but also  white  criminals often have  a  fl attering  photo  circulating  in the  news. 
In contrast,  many  feel that  when  a n African-American  person  is  suspected  of  
committing  a  crime,  the  media  digs  up  any  dirt  that can  be  found  on  them  and  
presents  the  public  with  a  mugshot  to  further  vilify  the  suspect.
This  is  not  news,  as  studies  have  shown  that  African-American  people  are  
wrongly  convicted  of murder  far  more  often  than  any  other  race  in  the  U.S.  for  
decades.  In  the  past,  simply  accusing a  black  man  of  committing  a  crime  was  as  good 
as  a conviction.  However,  times  are slowly  changing ,  and  the  culture  of  presenting  
facts  in  an  incriminatory  fashion  needs  to  end.  Just  because someone  was  from  a  
“bad  neighborhood”  or  wore  a  hoodie,  does  not  mean  that  they  are  more capable  of  
committing  a  violent  crime.
At  times,  the  media  even  stretches  so  far  as  to  humanize  a  white  suspect  while  
defi ling a  black  victim.  In  this  case,  the  AP  reported in the fi rst paragraph  that of 
the  two  slain  victims,  one  was homeless  and  the  other  was  a  dishwasher.  It  is  not  
until  you get  to  the  very  end  of  the  article  that  you  read  that  Gleason  had  had  former 
run-ins  with  the  law for  shoplifting. Instead,  the  article  mostly  included  quotes  from 
Gleason’s  family  and  peers  about  what  a good,  quiet  guy  he  is  and  how  unexpected  
these  murders  were  to  everyone. 
 If  this  was  a n African-American  suspect,  you  could  surmise  that  this  fact  would  
have  been included  in  the  headline. However, because the victims were African-
American, they were  reduced  to  a  housing  status  and  an  occupation.
What  is  the  solution  to  this  issue , you  may  ask? It’s  simple  really.  As  students,  we 
should  learn  to  read  between  the  lines.  Don’t  take  articles  at  face  value, and use  a 
bunch  of  different  sources.  It  is  our  job  on  future  juries,  in  media,  on  police  forces,  
in  politics  and in  communities  at  large  to  make  fair  assessments  of  people.  It  could  
be  the  difference  between life  and  death.  In  this  case,  Kenneth  Gleason  could  face  
the  death  penalty  for  his  actions.
A st udy done by 
the NPR Ed Team 
says that the average 
funding for schools 
c o m e s  f r o m  “ 4 5 
percent local money, 
45 percent from the 
state, and 10 percent 
federal.” In the same study, they found 
that between 2008 and 2014, 36 states had 
decreased their education funding.
It goes on to say that the average amount 
spent on a student in America, across all 
school districts in the nation, is around 
$11,800. However, in some parts of the 
nation, that is not the case. For example, 
according to a study done in 2016, South 
Carolina only spends an average of $10,617 
per student. One county in particular spends 
just $3,018 per student.
The lack luster amount of educat ion 
spending isn’t only affecting students. Many 
teachers are leaving the profession, and the 
main driving force is their lack of pay. And 
what do schools do when they are low on 
staff and need to fi ll a position quickly? They 
hire a less-than-adequate replacement who 
ends up staying in the position, unqualifi ed 
to educate the future of the country. Last 
year, the state of Utah decided that, due to 
their lack of teachers, you don’t need any 
training to be considered qualifi ed to teach.
In terms of rank, the American education 
system does not particularly impress. A 
study done by the Program for International 
Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC) 
looked at mult iple countries’ scores in 
literacy, math, and technology. Compared 
to other developed nations, America was, at 
most, average in any given subject. In terms 
of literacy, those with a higher education 
scored well compared to the rest of the 
developed world. The underlying problem, 
however, is those who did not receive a higher 
education scored significantly lower than 
those in the same position in other countries.
According to the same study, it only gets 
worse after literacy. On the technology 
portion, America was dead last. On the 
subject of math, an American with a high 
school diploma scored roughly the same as a 
high school dropout in other countries. That 
stings.
What does that mean for Americans? 
Studies show a relationship with education 
level and poverty. The Census Bureau found 
in 2014 that people who graduate high 
school and pursue no education afterwards 
make up 29 percent of the population. They 
also made up 35 percent of those living 
in poverty. In 2014, that was roughly 15.8 
million Americans. People with 13 years of 
education should not make up over a third of 
the population living in poverty.
Many people look to Finland’s education 
system as a role model. They do things very 
differently compared to the United States. 
A master’s degree is required to become a 
teacher. Homework is not as abundant as 
it is in the United States. Children don’t 
start actual schooling until age seven. It is 
hard to compare the two countries however, 
considering Finland has just 1.7 percent of 
the population of the United States.
Bettering the education system starts with 
our teachers. More incentives should be 
offered to teachers (i.e., better pay, more 
benef its) to make the job market more 
competitive. If we can offer them more, we 
can raise requirements on what classifies 
them as qualifi ed. Furthermore, increasing 
the spending on students can in turn keep 
them in school. We could afford more 
school activities to keep them involved and 
healthier school lunches to help ensure their 
well-being.
Looking at the 2017 budget as a whole, 
the Department of Education gets about 
one percent of all money given to agencies. 
More money needs to go into bet ter 
pay for teachers, rebuilding our schools, 
and ensuring that every student has the 
opportunity to get a quality education. After 
all, it is an investment in the future of our 
country.
I have served as a senator 
i n  t h e  R e s i d e n c e  H a l l 
A ssoc iat ion in t he past .  I 
can tel l you from personal 
experience that changes to 
make the organization seem 
more legitimate or powerful 
are pointless, and that I have 
serious doubts as to whether 
RHA needs to exist at all.
Let’s start with what the 
Residence Hall Association’s 
s e n at e  ac t u a l l y  do e s .  I n 
pract ice, I was required to 
show up or send someone in my 
place every week. At that point, 
there would be proposals from 
residence hall governments 
or student organizations for 
money. The money was almost 
a lways  approved by la rge 
margins, with only one or two 
genuinely controversial votes 
the entire year.
Incidentally, the main job 
of the Student Government’s 
leg i s lat ive  bra nch i s  a l so 
approving funds requested 
by st udent organ izat ions. 
I really don’t see why they 
couldn’t just pick up requests 
f rom ind iv idua l  residence 
ha l l  gover n ment s  a s  wel l 
a nd  s ave  e ve r yone  s ome 
precious t ime. This would 
also reduce confusion over 
where organizations need to 
or should go to get money 
approved.
I also don’t think that the 
student body has given RHA 
any sort of mandate to get 
s t ronger.  Even t he vast ly 
more  i mp or t a nt  S t udent 
G over n ment  s t r uggle s  to 
f il l some of the seats in its 
legislature. Truth be told, I’m 
not sure howa many students 
even k now t hat  t he R H A 
senate exists.
Hall governments are more 
important, since they plan 
actual events and attempt to 
improve resident life. I’m not 
say ing that residence halls 
shouldn’t have presidents, 
treasurers and the like. What 
I am saying is that the RHA 
senate could transfer all of its 
duties to Student Government 
and al l that would happen 
is that many residence hall 
senators would have more free 
time.
So while we’re talking about 
overhauling the RHA senate, I 
suggest they should seriously 
consider just abol ish ing it 
entirely and stop pretending 
t hat  t hey  have  a ny  more 
importance or relevance than 
they actually do.
Thalia Hobson
Fourth-year marine science 
student
Don’t strengthen 
RHA Senate — 









Media coverage of crimes racially biased
Increase federal 
funding of education
11Thursday, September 28, 2017
HOUSING
2BD,1-1/2 baths GREAT 
apartment in the heart of 
Shandon. Fully renovated new 
fl oors, countertops, vanity, 
paint, etc. Move in ready! 
In unit washer/dryer,central 
air. Walking distance 
shops,restaurants,market. 
Close to USC,5 Points. 
Landlord takes care of big 





Pasta Fresca is seeking 
bartenders.  Experience 
required, availability for 
evenings and weekends.  
Apply in person at 4722 
Forest Drive, Columbia, 29206 
between 4pm & 6pm daily.
EMPLOYMENT
Kennel Tech
Looking for hardworking 
dependable part time help. 
Must be able to work  some 
weekdays, weekends, and 
holidays. Apply in person with 
resume.





Looking for a high energy, 
motivated, responsible 
tumbling instructor to teach 
beginner through advanced 
tumbling. Must have a true 
passion for the sport. Number 
of hours will depend on class 
sizes and demand. Only 10 
miles from campus. Send 
resume to cheercoachcce@





Part Time Kitchen Staff . 
Weekday Lunchtime 
availability (10-3). Apply in 
person. Groucho’s Deli @5 
Points. www.grouchos.com
PHD • JORGE CHAM THE SCENE
ACROSS
1 Historic spans







17 Disney CEO 
since 2005









31 Old West 
gunslinger Jack
32 Hand over
33 State with 
conviction
34 Clue for 20-, 





















64 Owner of 
Regency hotels




3 Iron deficiency 
concern
4 Upset with
5 Chess piece 
that may be 
promoted
6 Condition treated 
by Ritalin, briefly
8 Most recent
9 Have financing 
from
10 Jenny Craig 
offering




in “The Young 
21 Pulitzer winner 
Walker
















40 Kilmer of 
43 Ingredient in une 
omelette
44 Having fun









54 Take a nap
56 Nourished
57 Sprain treatment
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Solutions to today’s puzzle
© 2017 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.
Aries
G a i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
recognition, with Pluto 
direct in Capricorn. 
Mysteries get solved 
a s  t h e  t r u t h  g e t s 
revealed. Interest ing 
opport unit ies ar ise. 
You can see a shining 
future.
Taurus
E x p e r i e n c e  a 
m e t a m o r p h o s i s . 
Release old limitations 
and spread your wings, 
with Pluto direct in 
Capricorn. Pursue a 
long-desired dream. 
Discover new cultures 
and views.
Gemini
Increase the integrity 
of your bookkeeping 
with Pluto direct in 
Capricorn. Changes 
require adaptation. Be 
honest and kind with 
yourself and others.
Cancer 
L e t  go  of  l i m it i ng 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s , 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e 
relationship with your 
partner. Let another 
see the real you. Create 
long-term possibilities, 
together w ith Pluto 
direct.
Leo 
Nature inspires your 
health and works, with 
Pluto direct. Release 
worn-out addict ions 
or habit s to a l low a 
new you to emerge. 
Epiphanies cata lyze 
renewed vitality.
Virgo 
Let go of fears around 
trust and uncertainty 
t o  b e n e f i t  y o u r 
relationship, with Pluto 
direct in Capricorn. 
Release old negat ive 
patterns. Create true 
love.
Libra 
Support your family 
to adapt to domest ic 
changes, w ith Pluto 
direct. Clear the past 
from closets and spaces. 
Keep heirlooms. Give 
away  u nu sed  s t u f f . 
Discover new freedom.
Scorpio 
H i d d e n  f a c t s  g e t 
r e v e a l e d .  U s e 
diplomacy around loss, 
power dynamics and 
cha nge ,  w it h  Pluto 
d i rec t .  You can see 
what’s missing. Keep 
your word. Share your 
discoveries.
Sagittarius
R e le a s e  l i m i t a t io n s 
around money, with Pluto 
direct. Put aside fears, 
worries and trust issues for 
a transformation. Revise 
bookkeeping and monitor 
closely. Create profi table 
new possibilities.
Capricorn 
Yo u  c a n  s e e  y o u r 
l imit ing monologues, 
with Pluto direct in your 
sign. Abandon fears of 
humiliation or low self-
worth to grow. Create a 
new personal identity that 
inspires you.
Aquarius 
Consider natural cycles 
of death and rebirth, with 
Pluto direct in Capricorn. 
Contemplate spiritual 
mysteries. Release old 
limitations to discover 
grace, hidden power and 
authenticity. Stay true to 
yourself.
Pisces
H idden  t r ut h s  w it h 
community efforts get 
revea led ,  w it h Pluto 
direct. Give up power 
struggles or desires for 
control. A n epiphany 
lights the way. Discover 
your true friends.
@thegamecock
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